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L%, QOol. QMOs Retd.

2647 N. Albany Ave
Ohicago, I1linois,
L e B00AT sEll T
. cE e e 10 November 1276
Commanding General Fort Lee Virginia.
Attn: Museum: Fort Lee.
Fort Lee, Virginia.

Dear General: i
Under seperate cover I am sending you one of the 15 copies printed,
of the HISTORY OF THE HELMET LINER. This copy was given to me for my
efforts im helping to get this program off the ground and to a
succesgful ending. .

I am also sending my cpoles of "E" Awards that were presented to
industry for their fine work in helping the Military fulfill their
rission during world war II.

I was the purchasing officer at the Chicago Quartermaster Depot
that negotiated the purchase of over 32,000,000 Helmet Liners
until VJ Day. : v

1 have given my samples of the Helmet Liners to the -Museum at

Fort Sheridan, Illinois. I am sure that they would transfer them

to your museum, should you desire them. Theyinclude the first (Fiber
Paper type liner) Low Pressure type liner) (First high pressure type
liner,)(parashute type liner) Jap Steel Helmet) and German Steel
Helmet ). )

The st ory about the'Helmet Liner", after the end of the fighting is:
almost as interesting as the start.

I was released to my civilian job in June 1948. The company that I
worked for folded up two years later, so I applied to the (Civil
Service for a job with Industrial Mobilization. I was accepted and
I was assigned the item (Helmet Liner) because I had been associated
with-them all during the fighting. During the planning for the
Helmet liner for future use, I found that some company was trying
to sue the Government for infringment on their pattent for the
Helmet Liner. They might have gotton away with it, but I remembered
that I had included in one of the files, cpoies of the pattent
rights being given to the Government to use without payments, so

I went through my old files that were still in storage at the OQMD

~and found the papers necessary to close the case.

Then the Quartermaster was at odds as to what to do with all the
steel molds laying in the manufacturers plants. They were issuing an
order that they all be destroyed. They cost the services over $5,000
each, when they were made, end I am sure that they would cost a great
deal more later on. I wrote to the Quartermaster Generals Office in
Washington D.0. and suggested that these Molds be placed in storage
at the Quartermaster Depot in Jeffersonville, Indiana, with the othex
molds and tools being stored there for future use. My suggestion was
acospted, and all the molds wrer sent to Jeffersonville Depot.

Later on the Industrial Mobilization office, negotieted a contract
with yestinghouse Electric Company to checl these molds, and to

repalr and put all those that were good ' ~ck in oxder.
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If I remember rightly, the contract with the yestinghouse Electr
Micarta Division, Hampton,. South Carolina, was $1,000 per mold.
This smount included, the complete inspe ction,re—surfacing and
chrom plating both halves of the mold, repair gll steam lines end
fittings, and numbering each mold.witi the manufacturers: number.
The molds were to be returned to the Jeffersonville Quartermaster
Depot for storage and safe keeping. e

I was sent to Hampton, South Carolina, to inspect the molds, and to
pull out those not repairble and to return them to the Jeffersonville
Quartermaster Depot for salvage and desposal.

It was established with procurement;—-to from this period on, all
manufacturers using the molds would furnish the Government one

newy mold, for the use of each 5 molds borrowed, and all used molds
were to be re-cromed and repaired, and returned to the Jeffersonville,
Quartermaster Depot for further use. This agreement was still in
force when I retired from the Civil Service Planning division for

Columbus, Quartermaster Industrial Mebilization.

I feel that my beihg in the Planning setion of Mobilization during

the period after the end of the fighting, saved the Government many
thousands of dollars.

The Quattermaster R & D division experimented with making Helmet Liners
of Nylon and other mater®als, but gave up on them for many reassons

not explained to the undersigned.

I am attaching snap shots of one (Inland Mold) that was sent to

the Micarta plant for reconditioning. The top picture shows the FORCE
or top of the mold. The center picture shows the mold closed, and

the bottom picture shows the CAVITY or Female side of the mold.

westinghouse Electric Oompany was awarded one of the first new
contracts after the wyar II, and the inspectors sent to the plant

were from the Atlanta Georgia inspection division. The inspector

was not experienced in checking the manufacture of the Helmet Liner,
and was rejecting the production of all the liners. This brought wup
questions with the bureau of Standards, so they ordered one of their
engineers down to thé Westinghouse plant, to straighten the inspector
out. I to was ordered to the plant from Columbus, Ohio, and between
us we set up standards and measuring guides and gages, by which the
inspeator was to check all helmet liners inspected from his inspectien
lots. Pictures of these are also attached for referemce.

Brigadicr;Gcnoral,QMO; Commanding officer of the Chicagoe QM Depot,
recomended me for the Legionm of Merit for the exceptionally merit—
erious cenduct in the performance of outstanding service. Cepy attached

for reference.

I also purchased all the "LEATHER TYPE" Gloves for the services. Oopy
. of types and contracts sttached. Also, I purchased all the Steel &
Osnvac Oots, foat lockers, feeld desks, the first eki's and enew
shoes, and many other items to numerous to mentien.

I am very happy to say that I enjoyed my asslignments and have no -
regets that I did not receive the Legion of Merit. .
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I am now 79 years old snd I am trying to dispose of the many items
that I collected during my years in the service, and I feel that the
Museum gt Fort Lee, would be g better place for the sbove mentioned
items, than to be in a box in our daughters basement collecting :
dust. They would not understand what they were, should they have thenm

- %0 loeck at. Sisid : : : 5 ,
Thanking you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope that
these items will be acceptable for keeping in the Museum.

Very truly your

Lt.Col. QMC. Retd.

0-833693-344-09-5623 .
Encl: Copies of reports, :

Letters, & Pictures.
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) O™ der the provisions of AR COOoéb, es omended, 1% *ﬂ reconmenwd
that Lajor Morritt Co Pratt, C-223585; bo-rwarded the Lorriun of ¥arit for-
exceptionally reritorious cendust in u}\e perferaengs of outsbmdms' sxncbs.
Frem 21 April 154% bo 12 Coteder 1943, ho cerved es Officer in Cherge of tha
: Clothing end Equipaze Branch (later Clothing and Bqulpage Section, Buying and
, Production B:'ar-un), Procuremant Division, Chicago Cysu'terﬂastar Dm*ob.

oo

e ERLEL RN SRS AR AR W e dewrdane “dn tha Practirersnt THvlsion as
Centracting O“i‘foer, he rads ocn cubstandine contribution of the succoessful
Prosas: tioa of the var effoert by hia solutions to complex problems erising in
connzobion with the procuremsat of clothing, equipage, and niggollaneous
cunplyitems for the Arusd Forcose Thhough the prectical spplication of hig
wide Imowlodge of the clothing Indastr v ead hig sound busirpas Judzement, he
cerrdsd-out & produremanbepragran vits <1 %o Ghe hezlth, comfort, snd welfere
of the fighting forcss of tha Unitsd Stebese

5 L!qjﬁr?"?mbt wag~called Yo sotive éuty on 23 July 1941 in the nmz
, HES Eop Lie&baﬁr Wy fron hiwsgosition. ca Bales Managsr of o L.xgs ;cLothlnmes
P mnufn.cturﬁi’fr firie I troushs to the  iroy experience covering - perioed- of
; twonty-eizht years in the field of clothing and teoxtiless He had proviously
B served with distinstion in ths Illintés Wationsl Guard end in the reguler Arnv

9 during World War Ie

4.»*“ Hejor-Pratite early nesly nnersoindhegProcurpnent, Di.visicn et tha
Quavmmasuor Depot was. dn. t}@ .&em c.\winaﬂee’oicn ofscloa«"\in., and

el s G psgm*od“'by STy, Unam' 2&13 BBEr vg‘ﬁion’svmr&;;»procﬁiﬁ&res wore

Gs aulin..:m, wileh crpeut*a he p‘_-: manLes of this ogoratxcn and {rc Sased

. 4ts offeotivenssa.

g

S o T EROEPRAG 007 362y, S3jom Pkt reagived training at the Chetosl

3, .
¥ wmm:atv 'h"té!i o shaveanal, \,pM};&n&;" in- dx.fammamurea acalnsk.. .

enaty ebtotk.  Thrdugt rr“‘:'"“:’. cundr 1ehas and the lmowlsdge puinad ob this.

gohool, he trained Lwy officers end civilizug of the Dopod ‘}e.‘.‘ensa Or sanisation
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" SPQDI 201 (Pratt, M At 0o, Major, Q) - idowiric it w ki n
29 November 1945 "% ol ird il

. Chioegq (uarbermsstor Dopoy,.pnd eshablished necesgpry. measured.for; the depot's
proteshicmeeDuing Ahienpendod s sorvices. werairequested byrmany Civilien .

- Doferise:uni¥l of Gubstds’ orginizationss With my approvely, Mejor Prith nede.
spproximately fifteen eppearances sssisting in the training of eir raid end
... defénse perasonnel in.the Chloago ares, :His work: in this conneption was beyond. .
ShAEOREEARRERA.P LI BoRRE. SURERG s She. FUpIonR oF gggrous, Jeikerd of

MANGECL 0N o e R e

ey Ta'Aprid 1942, Magor Pratt trmuwessignodias 0ffloowdn Chavge of .
£h8°CLotHig ‘eand Equipkze Briatich, Prosuversut Divisiend™ At thot tike the ™

. responsidility for procuring the fibre holmet liner was assigned to ths Chicago

Quarternaster Depote Concurrently, & plastic type liner, later known as the’
Liner, Holmat, M=l, wag boing developed. Due to the urgenoy of requirements,
for thig naur liner, it was necesaary to fabricate meny molds for quentity
produsticne - Hajor Pratl eolved this .problen by locating properly equipped.
rzachins (ehops throughout the eastern pert of tho United States.and then
guporviping the fabricsticn.of the nesessary moldse '

Te larly in the production of the helwmet Jiner, it was nocessary %o
obiain end Lraia inapschtorss No such psrsonnel were thon evailoble, and ilajor
Prott resorted 4o hiring men who had e worlking ferdlisrity of blusprints end
from that point in training them first on the production of the fibrs liner
end then on the nox plostic liner, Yers it not for the ingenuity end sbility
he disployed in this matter, the production of satisfectory linsrs could nob
have taken placee S '

8e The suspension of early helmet liners was found to be susssptible
to irprovamzat in severzl iastancese Major Fratt called dsdests to the
ettention of the O°fice of The Quarteraaster Generel with ths rezulb that~
coversl.outstending imnrovements were:mads resulting in inoreaspd produsblion,-
deorecsed cost, and & reduction in liner requirencuts due to leossese

9¢ In tho ©all of 1943, the procuremsct of leather gloves was essigned
Lo thd Chicano Quartermastor Dosots AL this time leabhers werewin particulerly
eritical supply, but the condust of ‘this program under ¥ajor Prabils supervisicn
we# highly suecsssfule It resulted in sush dsvelopmonts es~the slip-on type of
glove, tho adoption of three sizo gloves,- smll, mediuwm ond largs, instead of
hand sizea, and the dssizn of a wool inszert glove which can bs worn on either
hand for uss undsr the glove, shsll, leathere Yajor Pratt mads an outstanding
personal contribution to thess dsvelopmontae :

1065 Fitheabho dnengurabionsof the Snaldor WarPlants Rrogremy«dlajor. Pravi:
wes desiguabedian cssisbant o tho Offiser in-Charge:of thab.esctivity within.
the -Babotst Hailed “Anstelasatal din eoelsting mrwifgoturers 4nithia oabtegory in<
. their procursmont end procuction schedulese ST P

136 In eddition %o his rogularly sasigned dutiss, Major Pratt has glven
froely ofuhis tino gudrenspgy la tha Legolopuant.of mnesomeil sad. tradaing -
tashrdniswwiblin (Hawdspotvand ag ensinasrusborsin il ltneyetrrinings
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d:£02b o bhatiar Dparimen end. pytonted dn tagens.
- FratSte oy undes Patont iz, 142,740, datd 50 otolsr 1945, . o) L
Gentribubion wus 1mds too lato fon uge in the waye =
" tﬂe:»ﬁ—!tggimﬁ%‘m‘e. -extd applioation, ocnczué’wda;wmman;m;azr.-mpmmuy "
i POphiBrioug, namer end L lmﬁma<~'p‘e:vﬁorm&téxmsﬁﬁhawg?ﬁmcéﬁvw.a--“tsOmp&isad'*«*’?A
T “"*““xwscmrsfﬁrrzcwa"-oc-«as.m-w,:r:sm»nnd:'\auem*-'in thig eomendy - 2

Je Be BARZYISHT
Brigadior Conarsd s GX
: quz;ﬁndins .

1 Irolosure .
(Proposeq Citation)
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-.HEADQUARTERS ARMY SERVICE FORCES
V WASHINGTON 25, D. C. -
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SPGAM 2m Pratt, Merritt C- (2~ Nov. i5) Major Ftb 1 819&6

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit

) Thie Quartermaster Gensral
Building B, 2nd and T Straets, S. W,
Wasirington 25, Do Co

TO

(1]

B

1 1, Reference is made to your recommendat.ion that the Legion of
Merit be awarded to laJor ¥erritt C, Pratt, 0223553, Quartsrmuster
Corps, for services as Officer in Charge, Clothing and Zquipment
Branch,; Procursment Division, Chicago Quarvarmester Depot, Chicago,
Tllinois, from 21 April 1942 to 12 Cctobar 1945,

2. The recommendation has received careful consideration by
Headquarters, Army Service Forces and the services rendered were not
consldered to have been exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per-
formance of outstanding service within the meaning of the law governing
the award of the Legion of Merit. Recommend award of Army Commendation
Ribbon. :

BY COAB:TAT\TD GOF LINUTENANT GEIZERAL LUTES:

%/%/

- Secretary to
) - Army Service Forces Decorations Board
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SPQPO 201 (Pratt, Merritt C.)  1st Ind
Maj., QMC (18 Feb 46) ' AC/w

ASF, Office of the Quartermaster General, Vashington 25, D. C., 19 Feb 46

10: Commanding Officer Chicégé_QM Depot, 1819 W. Pershing Rd., Chicago 9,
Illinois ' . :
1. Ybur.attention is in#itéd to basic communication.

2. Request that QIC Form 1191 for Army Commendation Ribbon and
possible Oak-Leaf Clusters to the Ribbon be accomplished.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

Colonel, Q.C
Assistant

SPQDI 201 Pers Div’ — 2nd Ind
(Pratt, lerritt C., Major)

Adjutant, D, Chgo 9, Tll., 25 Feb 1945,

. . -
TO: " Dir, .Proc Div,-
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